
Altoona M
Blair County Government Advisory Committee

Blair Planning

BLAIR COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Regular Meeting of January 30, 2020, 8:30 A.M.

Altoona Water Authority, 900 chestnut Avenue, Altoona, Pennsylvania

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER

1. Roll Call--

Members present: Representing:
William R. Hall, Chairperson Townships Collectively
James M. Dixon, Treasurer City of Altoona
Pat Baechle Boroughs Collectively
Vincent G. DiLeo City of Altoona
Randal S. lsenberg City of Altoona

Benjamin C. Postles Townships Collectively
Linda K. Smith Townships Collectively

Member absent:
Herbert F. Shelow Sr., Secretary Boroughs Collectively

Commissioner Liaison: Solicitor:

Bruce Erb None

Guests:
Walt Frank, Altoona Mirror

Staff:
Sheryl A. Durbin, CAP, Planning Aide
Jamie L. Klink, Regional Planner
David W. McFarland, Ill, AICP, Planning Director

2. Approval of Minutes

• Review and Approval of Minutes of the Meeting held on December 12, 2019.

Motion: — To accept_minutes as presented with no corrections or changes.

________________I

Moved:

______

Dr. DiLeo

_____ _______________

Seconded Mr. Dixon

Voted: 7 in favor, no abstentions, so ordered by Chairperson

3. Public Comment Period — None

Minutes January 30, 2020 Page 1

423 ALLEGHENY STREET, SUITE 046 • HOLLIDAYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 16648

Phone: 814-693-2080 • Fax: 814-696-3490 • TrY: 711



DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

4. Altoona Water Authority — The Altoona Water Authority has submitted a land development plan for its treatment
plant at 144 Treatment Plant Road in Allegheny Township. The Authority proposes to demolish some existing
facilities and replace the demolished areas with new treatment facilities.

Presentation and • This proposal is for the construction of two digester tanks, a gas holder tank, control
Discussion: building, waste receiving building and planning for a future combined heat and power

building at the Altoona Water Authority’s Westerly Wastewater Treatment Plant.
Additionally, an existing driveway leading to these proposed structures will be
modified in order to improve access to the facilities. Prior to construction, existing
obsolete facilities will need to be demolished.

• The proposed access driveway modification will see the existing 24 foot-wide
driveway realigned and widened to 36 feet-wide, which should help to improve access
to these facilities.

• Since the proposed structures are strictly for infrastructure improvements and no
additional vehicle traffic is expected, we do not anticipate any negative impacts on the
local transportation system as a result of this proposal.

• Environmentally, our review of natural features at this location has revealed the
presence of steep slopes and the 100-year floodplain on portions of the site. Neither
of these features should be a significant concern at this time, since no development
will occur on any steep sloped areas and none of the proposed structures will be
located within the 100-year floodplain.

• This site is located within the Beaverdam Branch of the Juniata River Watershed; the
included Post Construction Stormwater Management Plan shows post construction
runoff rate estimates to be below existing runoff rates, which should help to mitigate
negative impacts on this watershed.

5. Barneywood — Barneywood has submitted a land development plan for its complex at 327 Tee Box Road in Blair
Township. They propose the construction of two new single family residences and related appurtenances within
the existing complex,

Presentation and • This proposal is for the construction of two new single-family residences (3,400
Discussion: square-feet each) within the existing Barneywood complex, along with a gravel

driveway that will serve both residences. Additionally, three rain gardens and a
vegetated swale will be constructed for stormwater management purposes.

• The residences will be accessed through a proposed gravel driveway that connects to
existing driveways within the Barneywood complex, with access easements being
created in favor of this driveway on a previously created subdivision; no concerns over
site access are expected. Furthermore, the construction of two single-family
residences should generate only a small amount of additional vehicle trips; therefore,
we do not anticipate any negative impacts on the local transportation system as a
result of this proposal.

• Additionally, this site is located partially within a Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR)
Part 77 Airport Hazard Area; both the PennOOT Bureau of Aviation (BOA) and the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) have laws and regulations that developers must
abide by when building within these Airport Hazard Areas. It appears that the
proposed driveway will be partially located within the Airport Hazard Area; however,
the proposed residences do not appear to be located within the Airport Hazard Area.
Based upon the location and elevation of the site, we are not expecting that this
proposal will be a hazard to air traffic; however, we recommend that the developer
consults with PennDOT BOA prior to construction. If there are any specific questions
regarding these FAR Part 77 Airport Hazard Areas or the consultation process, the
applicant should contact the Blair County Planning Commission for information and
guidance.
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Environmentally, our review of natural features at this location has revealed the
presence of prime agricultural soils, steep slopes and the 100-year floodplain on
portions of the site. It does not appear that the proposed development will occur on
any prime agricultural soils or within the 100-year floodplain. However, the proposed
residences and driveway appear to be located on or near steep sloped areas. The
included grading plan appears to account for these slopes; however, the developer
should ensure that all grading and earth disturbance complies with Blair Township’s
requirements regarding development on steep slopes.
Otherwise, our review did not reveal any immediate environmental concerns; the site
does not contain any wetlands or Blair County Natural Heritage Inventory areas.
This site is located within the Frankstown Branch of the Juniata River Watershed; in
order to mitigate negative impacts on this watershed, the developer should ensure
that the proposed rain gardens and vegetated swale will limit post-construction

_____

—-___________ stormwater runoff rates to at or below existing rates.

6. Cardiology Associates — Cardiology Associates has submitted a land development plan for an office building off of
Pine Heights Drive in Roaring Spring. The applicant proposes a new building with the necessary appurtenances.

E•resentation and • This proposal is for the construction of a 4,600 square-foot medical office building for
Discussion: Cardiology Associates, l.LP. The proposed construction will also include a paved

parking lot and stormwater management facilities.
The proposed parking lot will contain 38 parking spaces and 2 Americans with
Disabilities Act Accessible Spaces; while the proposed amount of parking spaces seems
to be adequate, the developer should ensure the number of spaces will meet the
parking requirements for a Medical Office listed in Roaring Spring’s Zoning Ordinance.
Furthermore, it appears that the proposed layout and design of the parking lot,
including a 24 foot-wide access driveway and parking lot aisles, should provide
adequate access, circulation and maneuverability within the site.

• No landscaping plan has been provided as part of this submission; we recommend that
the developer includes landscaping that will comply with Roaring Spring Borough’s
landscaping requirements, including adequate screening of parking lot areas.

• No lighting plan or photometrics have been provided as part of this submission; we
recommend that all exterior lighting is either shielded or directed in a manner that will
prevent glare onto neighboring properties and roadways.

• Utilizing methodology in the Institute of Transportation Engineers Trip Generation
Manual: 9th Edition, peak hour vehicle trip estimates for a Medical Office Building land
use type of this size have been calculated to be approximately 20 vehicle trips during
the highest volume hour of the week, which is well below the amount required for a
Transportation Impact Study. Regardless, if they have not already done so, we
recommend that the developer consults with PennDOT and Roaring Spring Borough
to assess any potential negative impacts on the local transportation system as a result
of this proposal.

• Environmentally, our review of natural features at this location has revealed the
presence of prime agricultural soils on a majority of the site. Generally, we would
advocate for utilizing prime agricultural soils for agricultural purposes, especially when
the site is existing farmland; however, the disturbed area will be less than one acre
and the site is zoned C3 — Highway Commercial, which allows for Medical Clinics as a
permitted use. Therefore, we do not oppose the conversion of the small amount of
prime agricultural farmland to a non-agricultural use.

• Otherwise, our review did not reveal any immediate environmental concerns; the site
is not located within the 100-year floodplain, nor does it contain any wetlands, steep
slopes or Blair County Natural Heritage Inventory areas.

• This site is located within the Frankstown Branch of the Juniata River Watershed; the
included Post Construction Stormwater Management Plan shows post construction
runoff rate estimates to be below existing runoff rates, which should help to mitigate

_______________

negative impacts on this watershed.
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7. M & D Stone Properties Plan — M& D Stone Properties in Logan Township has submitted a land development plan
at 1435 Sterling Street. The applicant proposes a 4800 sq. ft. addition to the existing parking lot at the site.

• This proposal is for a 4,800 square-foot expansion of an existing parking lot at the Ruga
Rue Beef Jerky site along Sterling Street. Additionally, stormwater management
improvements and a three foot-wide landscaped buffer area are also proposed.

• The proposed parking lot expansion will include 14,9-foot by 18-foot spaces; however,
these spaces and existing spaces are not shown on the plan documents. In order to
comply with Logan Township’s parking requirements, we recommend that the
developer shows the layout and striping of spaces on the plan documents, including
Americans with Disabilities Act accessible spaces.

• Access to the site will be through the existing driveway connection to Sterling Street;
however, dimensions for this access are not shown on the plan. In order to assess
adequacy of vehicle maneuverability and circulation within the site, we recommend
that the developer adds driveway dimensions to the site plan.

• No sidewalks are shown on the site plans; however, no sidewalks exist on adjacent
properties or within the immediate area. We will defer to Logan Township on whether
sidewalks will be required for this proposed development.

• The proposed landscaping for this project will include a three foot-wide buffer area
along the edge of the paved parking facilities. We recommend that the developer
ensures that all proposed landscaping will comply with Logan Township’s landscaping
requirements, as well as provide an adequate screen of headlight glare from the
adjacent residential properties.
No lighting plan has been included as part of this proposal. Should any exterior lighting
be installed as part of this project, the developer should ensure that all lighting is
shielded or directed in a manner that will reduce glare onto neighboring properties
and roadways.

• As this proposal is for the expansion of a parking lot at an existing business, we do not
anticipate a significant increase in peak hour vehicle trips to the site; however, we
recommend that the developer consults with Logan Township in order to assess any
potential negative impacts on the local transportation system as a result of this
proposal.

• Environmentally, our review of natural features at this location did not reveal any
immediate environmental concerns; the site is not located within the 100-year
floodplain, nor does it contain any wetlands, steep slopes, prime agricultural soils or
Blair County Natural Heritage Inventory areas.

• This site is located within the Beaverdam Branch of the Juniata River Watershed; in
order to mitigate negative impacts on this watershed, the developer should ensure
compliance with Logan Township’s stormwater management requirements pertaining
to commercial development.

8. Sheetz Store #34 — Sheetz at 1701 Seventh Avenue in Altoona has submitted a land development plan. The plan
shows two small additions to the existing convenience store.

Presentation and
Discussion:

This proposal is for the construction of two building additions, totaling 672 square-
feet, to the existing 4,056 square-foot Sheetz convenience store at the corner of 17th

Street and 7th Avenue Prior to construction, portions of the interior sidewalk will need
to be removed to provide room for the proposed additions.
No changes to site access or amount of parking spaces is proposed as part of this plan.
The six parking spaces located along the front of the store will be moved 4.7 feet closer
to the fuel canopy; however, this should not be a concern, since the parking lot aisle
width will be 28 feet-wide, which is greater than the required 24 feet-wide under
Altoona’s Code.

Presentation and
Discussion:
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• It does not appear that bicycle parking exists at the site, nor is any proposed as part of
this plan. We recommend that the developer installs bicycle parking facilities in order
to comply with Altoona’s bicycle parking requirements.

• No changes in landscaping are proposed as part of this plan; we recommend that the
developer ensures adequate landscaping is included as part of this plan in order to
comply with Altoona’s landscaping requirements, which includes street trees,
shrubbery and landscaped parking islands.

• It does not appear that any changes to exterior lighting will occur as part of this plan;
if any exterior lighting is proposed, the developer should ensure that all exterior
lighting is shielded to prevent glare onto neighboring properties and roadways.

• The developer has stated that no increase in vehicular traffic is expected as a result of
this proposal; therefore, we do not anticipate any significant negative impacts on the
local transportation system at this time.

• Environmentally, our review of natural features at this location did not reveal any
immediate environmental concerns; the site is not located within the 100-year
floodplain, nor does it contain any wetlands, steep slopes, prime agricultural soils or
Blair County Natural Heritage Inventory areas.

• This site is located within the Beaverdam Branch of the Juniata River Watershed; since
no additional impervious surface will be created in this plan, no increase of
stormwater runoff is expected and no negative impacts on this watershed are
anticipated.

9. Sheetz Store #187 — Sheetz at 400 East Plank Road in Altoona has submitted a land development plan. The plan
shows two small additions to the existing convenience store.

Presentation and • This proposal is for the construction of two building additions, totaling 325 square
Discu5sion: feet, to the existing 4,06 square-foot Sheetz convenience store at the intersection of

Plank Road and Aldrich Avenue. Prior to construction, portions of the interior sidewalk
will need to be removed to provide room for the proposed additions.
No changes to site access or amount of parking spaces is proposed as part of this plan.
The proposed additions will require the shifting of ADA accessible parking spaces in
order to line-up with the detectable warning strip ramp, but no reduction or increase
in spaces is proposed.

• No changes to landscaping are proposed as part of this plan; the developer should
ensure that all existing landscaping complies with Altoona’s landscaping
requirements.

• No changes to exterior lighting is proposed as part of this plan.
• The developer has stated that no increase in vehicular traffic is expected as a result of

this proposal; therefore, we do not anticipate any 5igniflcant negative impacts on the
local transportation system at this time.

• Environmentally, our review of natural features at this location has revealed the
presence of the 100-year floodplain on a portion of the site. Since no development is
proposed within the Special Flood Hazard Area, we do not anticipate any concerns
related to flooding as a result of this proposal.

• Otherwise, our review did not reveal any immediate environmental concerns; the site
does not contain any wetlands, steep slopes, prime agricultural soils or Blair County
Natural Heritage Inventory areas.

• This site is located within the Beaverdam Branch of theiuniata River Watershed; since
no additional impervious surface will be created in this plan, no increase of
stormwater runoff is expected and no negative impacts on this watershed are
anticipated.

10. Stuckey Factory — The Stuckey Factory has submitted a land development plan for the property at 899 Plank goad
in Duncansville Borough, Allegheny Township, and Blair Township. They propose to convert the property to auto
sales and service. There are no building modifications, but there are significant alterations to the parking facilities.
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Presentation and • This proposal is for the construction of various parking facilities for use by Stuckey
Discussion: Factory, LLC at the former FL Smith site, for the purpose of converting the site to an

automotive sales/repair facility.
* The proposed parking facilities will include a 54 space parking lot (vehicle display area

with no customer parking); a 259 space lot (vehicle storage with no access to the
public); and a 9 space lot (public parking area). Additionally, five Americans with

Disabilities Act accessible spaces will be included throughout the site; we recommend

that one of these accessible spaces be located within the newly proposed 9-space
public parking lot. Furthermore, the developer should ensure that the amount of
proposed and existing customer/employee parking spaces will meet Duncansville
Borough’s parking requirements for a land use of this type and size.

• Access to the site will largely remain unchanged; however, two new access driveway
connections to Nac Drive are proposed: one 24 foot-wide bidirectional access
driveway connecting to the 54 spaced vehicle display lot; and a 16 foot-wide
bidirectional access driveway connecting to the 9 space public parking lot. While,

overall, the proposed access driveways appear to provide adequate vehicle circulation

and maneuverability, in order to allow for adequate room for vehicles to back out of
parking spaces, we recommend the inclusion of a vehicle back-up/turn-around notch

at the terminus of the 9 space public parking lot.
* No landscaping plan has been submitted as part of this proposal; we recommend that

the developer ensures that existing landscaping will comply with Duncansville’s
landscaping requirements.

• No lighting plan or photometrics have been provided as part of this submission; we
recommend that the developer ensures any existing/proposed exterior lighting is
shielded or directed in a manner that will prevent glare onto neighboring properties
and roadways.

• The conversion of this site to an automotive sales/repair facility, combined with the
large amount of parking spaces, has the potential to generate a significant amount of
peak hour vehicle trips. If they have not already done so, we recommend that the
developer consults with PennDOT and Duncansville Borough to assess and potential
negative impacts on the local transportation system as a result of this proposal.
Environmentally, our review of natural features at this location has revealed the
presence of prime agricultural soils on the entire site, as well as the 100-year
floodplain on a very small portion of the site. Neither of these features should be an
immediate concern with regard to this proposal; no development is proposed within
the 100-year floodplain and the site is located within an urban area, has been
previously developed and would not likely be used for agricultural purposes in the
future.

• This site is located within the Beaverdam Branch of the Juniata River Watershed; in
order to mitigate negative impacts on this watershed, the developer should ensure
that any existing/proposed stormwater management facilities will limit post-
construction runoff rates to at or below existing rates, as well as comply with
Duncansville Borough’s stormwater management requirements.

Motion: To approve staff recommendations for above Development Applications, items 4,5, 6,8, g,

and 10 with the removal of the sidewalk requirement on #8.

Moved: Mr. senberg
Seconded Mr. Postles
Voted: 7 in favor, no abstentions, so ordered by Chairperson

Motion: We request the application for #7 sent back to show the appropriate documentation for the
development.

Moved: Mr. lsenberg
Seconded Mr. Postles
Voted: 7 in favor, no abstentions, so ordered by Chairperson
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11. Staff Level Reviews - Planning staff has reviewed and responded to the following applications since the last
meeting. Commission members were given an opportunity via email to review these applications prior to response
letters being sent:
• Altoona: Good Lot Merger, 321-323 Fifth Avenue
• Altoona: Nyiri Lot Consolidation, 2314-2316 Beale Avenue
• Blair: Martellacci Lot Line Relocation, Harvest View
• Frankstown: Badorrek Side Lot Addition, Old Route 22
• Frankstown: Scotch Valley Wastewater Extension, Scotch Valley Road
• Greenfield: Benton Estate Subdivision, 1447 Everett Road
• Greenfield: Burket Subdivision, Ski Gap Road
• Greenfield: Hileman Subdivision, Pine Hollow Road and Park Road
• Logan: McConnell Lot Consolidation, Windsor Drive
• Logan: Thompson-Henahan Subdivision, Grenada Way and Shannon Road
• Taylor: Long Subdivision Plan, Town’s Edge Way
• Woodbury: White Deer Realty LTD Lot Merger, 202 Cove Forge Road

Motion: To approve staff recommendations for above Staff Level Reviews.

Moved: Mr. Baechle

Seconded Dr. DiLeo

Voted: 7 in favor, no abstentions, so ordered by Chairperson

REVIEW OF ACTIONS BY GOVERNING BODIES

12. Spring Cove Brewery—The applicant is proposing a brewery at 269 Main Street in Roaring Spring. They have applied
for a Conditional Use Permit under the borough’s zoning code to convert an existing commercial building to a
brewery pub manufacturing local beer.

Presentation The Blair County Planning Commission applauds the Spring Dam Brewing Co. on their proposed
and Discussion: renovation and reuse of the 269 Main Street building. The proposed Brewery, and associated

renovations, should be a welcome addition to the downtown Roaring Spring area.
Furthermore, this proposal meets one of the Action Items outlined in the Alleghenies Ahead
Regional Comprehensive Plan. This Action Item states: “Revitalize existing neighborhoods with
a mix of infill and rehabilitated units”. In spirit, the Blair County Planning Commission is in
support of this application.

However, under the Conditional Use provisions, it is stated that “No establishment shall be
located within 150 feet of a residence, place of education, a daycare center or a place of
worship”; in our review of parcel and address data, it appears that the Brewery will be located
within 150 feet of a residence, Provided that the applicant requests a waiver/variance from
this requirement, and said waiver/variance is legally granted by the Roaring Spring Borough
Council, we do not oppose the location of the Brewery within 150 feet of a residence.

In summary, we find this proposal to be consistent with countywide planning efforts as
presented in the Alleghenies Ahead Regional Comprehensive Plan, adopted July 31, 2018,
which includes comprehensive planning for Blair County, provided that the applicant follows
all legal requirements regarding waiver/variance requests and said request is granted by the
Roaring Spring Borough Council. Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on
this proposal. If you should have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Motion: To approve staff recommendations for above Governing Action Body review.
Moved: Mr. Dixon
Seconded Dr. DiLeo
Voted: 7 in favor, no abstentions, so ordered by Chairperson
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METROPOLITAN CLEARINGHOUSE

13. Blair County — Blair County has requested a review of the street and drainage improvement project on North Fourth
Street and Blair Street in Antis Township. This Community Development Block Grant request needs a conformity
letter.

Presentation The staff of the Blair County Planning Commission reports that the Street and Drainage
and Discussion: Improvement Project, located along North 4th Street, Blair Street, North Cambria Street and an

unnamed alley south of Blair Street in Antis Township, utilizing Pennsylvania Community
Development Block Grant funds, is consistent with the Alleghenies Ahead Regional
Comprehensive Plan, which includes comprehensive planning for Blair County, and the
Keystone Principles & Criteria for Growth, Investment & Resource Conservation.

Environmentally, this proposed project is not anticipated to have negative impacts on any of
the areas of statutory or regulatory compliance. Any unforeseen impacts on these resources
as a result of the above mentioned project should be identified and mitigated throughout the
standard environmental assessment process.

14. Highland Hall — Upstreet Architects is nominating the Highland Hall rehabilitation project in Hollidaysburg for a
Townie Award from the Pennsylvania Downtown Center. They are requesting a letter of support.

Presentation The Blair County Planning Commission offers our enthusiastic support for Highland Hall’s
and Discussion: nomination for the Anchor Building Award through the Pennsylvania Downtown Center’s

Townie Awards. The saving and restoration of the badly deteriorating Highland Hall structure
will allow generations to come to enjoy the architectural beauty of this highly important
historic landmark within the Historic Hollidaysburg Borough.

Furthermore, the restoration project has achieved a long-standing community goal of
preserving and utilizing the vacant Highland Hall structure, while respecting the character and
history of the site and neighborhood. Additionally, the preservation and reuse of Highland Hall
as a 53-unit senior housing facility is consistent with Blair County’s vision and comprehensive
planning goals pertaining to Historic Preservation, Adaptive Reuse, Housing and Blight.
Moreover, this project has met specific Action Items listed under the Housing and Blight
section of the AllegheniesAhead Regional Comprehensive Plan, which includes comprehensive
planning for Blair County. These Action Items include:

• Revitalize existing neighborhoods with a mix of infill and rehabilitated units.
• Identify vacant commercial real estate for conversion into market rate housing.

In summary, the Blair County Planning Commission greatly appreciates the efforts to save and
preserve the historic Highland Hall structure, while furthering the County’s vision and goals
pertaining to Historic Preservation, Adaptive Reuse, Housing and Blight; we offer our
overwhelming support of Highland Hall’s nomination for the Anchor Building Award.

15. Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission — The Commission is proposing a project at several sites throughout the
county. They are applying to the Environmental Protection Agency through the Chesapeake Bay Program to
address stream restoration, riparian corridor stabilization, and habitat improvement needs within the Chesapeake
Bay watershed. They are requesting a letter of support.

Presentation The PA Fish and Boat Commission’s Chesapeake Bay Watershed Restoration project, which
and Discussion: includes stream restoration, riparian corridor stabilization and habitat improvement needs

within the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, is consistent with the goals and objectives of the
Alleghenies Ahead Regional Comprehensive Plan, which includes comprehensive planning for
Blair County. Furthermore, this project is consistent with Blair County’s planning vision related
to Preservation and Protection of the Environment and Natural Resources, including:
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• Conduct stream bank restoration projects as part of Blair County’s Conservation
Greenway Strategies.

• Protect sensitive environment features, such as streams, floodplains and riparian
buffers, to preserve the natural beauty of Blair County and protect the public health.

• Support the Blair County Conservation District’s Erosion and Sedimentation control
program and the promotion of erosion and sedimentation control Best Management
Practices.

• Protect Blair County communities and the environmental health of waterways and
watersheds.

In summary, this proposed stream restoration project is consistent with Blair County’s
comprehensive planning efforts related to preservation and protection of the environment and
natural resources; the Blair County Planning Commission supports this project.

Motion: To approve staff recommendations for above Metropolitan Clearinghouse reviews.
Moved: Dr. DiLeo

Seconded Mr. Baechle

Voted: 7 in favor, no abstentions, so ordered by Chairperson

16. Staff Level Reviews - Planning staff has reviewed and responded to the following requests since the last meeting.
Commission members were given an opportunity via email to review these requests prior to response letters being
sent:
• Countywide: PA DEP Multipurpose Grant Program, Conformity Letter
• Allegheny: Fox Hollow Subdivision, NPDES Major Amendment for Construction Activities
• Allegheny: PennDOT, Registration of Water Obstruction Permit, Blair Gap Run at SR 3012
• Altoona: Blair County Conservation District, Bank Stabilization on Marauder’s Run, GP-3
• Antis: PennDOT, Registration of Water Obstruction Permit, Sugar Run at SR 4015
• Blair: Trust for Tomorrow, Stream Restoration, Conformity Letter
• Frankstown: Godfrey Lane Culvert Replacement, 6P41
• Juniata: LPR Energy, NOl for Consumptive Use of Water at the Hodge Unit Drilling Pad
• Juniata: LPR Energy, NOI for Consumptive Use of Water at the Ritchey Unit Drilling Pad
• Greenfield: PennDOT, Registration of Water Obstruction Permit, Bob’s Creek at SR 3001
• Rollidaysburg: Intergovernmental Storm Water Committee, Letter of Support for a Grant
• Logan: Van Zandt VA Medical Center, Air Quality Permit, State-Level
• North Woodbury Township: Curryville Water Authority, PA Small Water & Sewer Grant
• Roaring Spring: Appvion Operations, Air Quality Permit Renewal, Title V
• Snyder: PennDOT, Registration of Water Obstruction Permit, UNT Gypsy Run at SR 4031

Presentation The above Intergovernmental review requests received the standard letter. The Blair County
and Discussion: Planning Commission states that Blair County adopted its Alleghenies Ahead Regional

Comprehensive Plan July, 2018. The above-referenced project is consistent with the county
comprehensive plan in the concepts presented at this time. While further reviews may be
necessary at various jurisdictional Levels, the general concept is needed, and conforms with
countywide planning efforts.

Motion: To approve staff has received and been notified of above reviews.
Moved: Mr. Postles
Seconded Mr. Dixon
Voted: 7 in favor, no abstentions, so ordered by Chairperson

LONG-RANGE PLANNING
17. Strategic Plan — The Commission will discuss the proposed strategic planning project to self-examine its structure

and operations and consider authorizing a contract with Denny Puko Planning Consultant to conduct the study.
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Mr. McFarland stated we have received last minute health coverage options. He explained the different options

available to us at this time. Dental and vision would be included with the different options this year with UPMC.

This year we were tied into the Marketplace which for our current coverage would be a 13.25% increase. If we

switched from a PPO (Preferred Provider Organization) to an EPO (Exclusive Provider Organization) in network only

there would be a 7.5% increase. There is also available an HSA (Health Savings Account) with a PRO set up and a

$2,000 annual fund we would provide towards the deductible which would be a 5% increase. Employees currently
pay the 90/10 split. We would like to offer additional family coverage at 50/50 split in order for a benefit to future
hires. Also, we currently have in place with Ameriflex a flexible spending account which will disappear at the end

of June.

Motion: To change to an HSA PPO health coverage renewal with a 5% increase, 90/10 split for
employees, and $2,000 funded annually for the deductible.

Moved: Mr. lsenberg
Seconded Mr. Dixon
Voted: 7 in favor, no abstentions, so ordered by Chairperson

Motion: In the future we will offer family healthcare coverage at 50/50 split.

Moved: Dr. DiLeo
Seconded Mr. Baechle
Voted: 7 in favor, no abstentions, so ordered by Chairperson

The other part of our benefit package Mr. McFarland explained is the life, ADD and disability insurance. This will

be up for renewal next month.

Presentation and Mr. McFarland distributed another copy of the Denny Puko proposal to the board members.

Di5cussion: He would like authorization to enter into negotiations and a contract with Denny Puko
Planning Con5ultant to undertake our strategic plan.

We are trying to have a meeting with the municipalities to see if they would like to continue

operating as a commission as in the past; what we have done in the past we were
grandfathered in but it no longer exists. At the recommendation of our solicitor, our best
option is to try to follow as best we can with the original charter. We are trying to align our
documents with what we are doing.

Motion: To hire Denny Puko with Option #6 included in the contract for consulting.

Moved: Mr. Baechle
Seconded Mr. Dixon
Voted: 7 in favor, no abstentions, so ordered by Chairperson

18. Census 2020 — This item will include various discussion points on the upcoming 2020 Census, including the

Boundary & Annexation Survey, new Census Designated Places, undercounting, and complete count efforts.

Mr. McFarland distributed a copy of the 2020 Census official document everyone will receive. We want to get the

notices out to libraries, Dr. offices, and schools. The bulk of the mailing will be in February and March. The two

critical points of the Census other than it is a constitutional duty, is it determines our representation in the House

of Representatives and to allocate federal funds.

Mr. Hall informed the board we do need one more employee to be hired, possibly two.

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

19. Planning Commissioners’ Porum — This is an opportunity for Planning Commission members to bring items of

relevant interest to the attention of the body as a whole.

There was discussion on hiring employees with our current salary structure and our benefit package.

20. Questions from the Media — This is an opportunity for the media to ask any questions needed to clarify any points
made or agenda items discussed during the meeting.
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Mr. Frank inquired about Mr. Hammel’s resignation. Mr. McFarland noted Mr. Hammel resigned at the end of the
year due to health reasons. Any borough resident could apply for the vacant board member position which would
need approved by the commissioners.

21. Announcements — A listing of upcoming items/meetings/dates of interest

• Dennis Hammel has resigned from the Planning Commission. We will need to identify a resident of one of the
boroughs to fill the appointment. The term expires at the end of 2020.

• 01/30/20: Nicholas Mackereth, The new representative from the Department of Community and Economic
Development will be meeting with us in the planning office.

• 01/31/20: 2020 Blair County Chamber Annual Meeting at the Lakemont Casino
• 02/04/20: Air Quality Conformance training for the MPO staff at Harrisburg
• 02/05/20: Executive Committee meeting at Bellwood Borough Hall
• 02/05/20: Planning Advisory Committee quarterly meeting at Southern Alleghenies
• 02/06/20: Coordination Committee meeting at the Devorris Center
• 02/06/20: Environmental Justice training for the MPO staff at Cranberry Township
• 02/07/20: County Planning Director’s Assoc. of PA quarterly meeting in State College
• 02/17/20: President’s Day Holiday, office closed
• 02/26/20: Broadband Task Force meeting at Juniata College

ADJOURNMENT

The next board meeting is scheduled for Thursday,
900 Chestnut Avenue, Altoona

The meeting adjourned at 10:40 AM.

ATTACHMENTS: Proposal of Strategic Plan
2020 Census Document

February 27t 8:30 AM at the Altoona Water Authority,

Respectfully Submitted,

Secretary
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